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Chicks and ducklings are cute, but they can spread Salmonella to people, especially 

young children, those with weakened immune systems, and the elderly. Most Salmonella 

germs are transmitted by contaminated food, but they can be spread through contact with 

animals and their environments. Chicks and ducklings can carry Salmonella and not 

appear sick, but still spread the germs to people. Reduce the risk of infection from these 

birds by always washing hands after touching them or anything in their environment. 

Children under five should not handle chicks and ducklings. Keep these birds outside and 

away from food and drink. 

 

Thank you for joining us on A Minute of Health with CDC. 

 

 
For the most accurate health information, visit www.cdc.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO. 
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